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Aspects of The American Cinema: Analysis of The Departed by Martin Scorsese
The American cinema has been in existence since the early 20th century, with Hollywood being the birthplace of different genres like science fiction, comedy, drama, romance, musical, war epic, and horror. American cinema has been used to propagate different stereotypes, representation of foreign nationals and minority groups. One of the areas where American cinema has excelled is representation of Irish Americans from a social and gangster perspective. An example of a gangster Irish American movie is The Departed, directed by Martin Scorsese. It is a 2006 American crime thriller film that focuses on addressing ethnic identity, betrayal, family disintegration, division, and trust. Scorsese’s charisma and artistry enabled him to make an excellent film portraying culture, ethnic identity, and popular American culture. 
The genre of The Departed is a crime thriller, which integrates crime and thriller with the aspects of crime, crime detection, violence, murder, and apprehension of criminals. According to Hoppenstand, crime thriller is a genre that is designed by building on the action; that is, they are used to portray social structures and how they influence people to behaving differently and possess different attitudes. 
The Departed is set in 1986, where Colin Sullivan is introduced to the Irish mob by Frank Castello, the Irish mob boss. For 20 years, Sullivan is groomed into a mole, working in the Massachusetts State police, the Special Investigations Unit led by Captain Ellerby. Massachusetts State Police also sends Billy Costigan Jr as undercover police working in the Irish mob. Sullivan begins a relationship with Madolyn Madden, a police psychiatrist, who sees Costigan regularly during his probation. After a deal that goes badly, Castello learns that there is a mole in his crew and assign Sullivan to find out who. Costigan follows Castello to a theater where he sees him assigning Sullivan the job. Costigan later learns that Sullivan is the mole and that Castello is an FBI informant. Costigan arrests Sullivan after learning that he is the mole. Costigan is later killed by another mole, Trooper Barrigan, while Sullivan is fatally shot by Dignam in the head. 
There are different themes which are addressed in the film. A major theme in the film is family disintegration as shown by Sullivan and Costigan. Sullivan and Costigan are orphans and find a sort of family in the crime and police organizations. Sullivan works for the Irish mob while Costigan works for the Massachusetts State police. These organizations (families) are dysfunctional, which leads to division. The leaders of these families are unable to control them. There is lack of loyalty, trust, and unity. In an article by Orr, both leaders, Castello and Queenan are portrayed as similar leaders but from opposite sides of the law. Their lack of excellent leadership skills leads to the downfall of the families. Another theme is mistrust. In both families, there is lack of trust, with the leaders finding it hard on who to trust. Loyalty and security are considered as critical in both organizations. The police have an undercover while the mob have a mole in the police department. Because of lack of trust and the confusion created in both organizations, characters are portrayed to have lost their identities. Sullivan and Costigan are used to develop the theme of loss of identity. Costigan works as a criminal despite that he is a cop, while Sullivan works as a police officer while being a criminal. Also, Castello is the Irish mob boss and at the same time an FBI informant. Sullivan erases Costigan’s file in the police department, which shows the loss of his identity. Lack of trust and confusion between the members leads to loss of identities.  Corruption is another important theme that is covered in the film. There is corruption between state police, local police and the FBI as each try to work against each other. Every department works towards its advantage, leading to competition. Because of competition, each department works in secret (Orr). 
The film was released in 2006, a period when the United States was dealing with organized crime and terrorism, post 9/11. It portrays America at a time when organized crime was at its peak, prompting social and political unrest. The period of the film portrays an unending war between criminal organizations and law enforcement agencies. Set during the Bush administration, the film excels in showing the competition that existed between state run and federal run departments. It portrays a period of mistrust and confusion, a period when Americans did not understand the reason for going to war wit Iraq. It is a period where numerous coverups, conspiracy theories, and military operations are ruling. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There were no pertinent economic issues in the process of filmmaking. It witnessed a huge commercial success, with awards for best film editing, best picture, best adapted screenplay and best director. The film grossed at $291.5 million and had a production budget of $90 million. The revenues surpassed the costs and that’s the goal of every director. It is essential for every work of art to make profits so that the concerned parties can be motivated to produce more work. 
There are several cultural features that are depicted in the film at the time of production. One of the features is the urban environment characterized by diverse cultures. This urban environment is filled with people, each with the desire of succeeding; that is, the environment facilitates individualism. The fil was shot during Bush administration, when majority of Americans were confused because of the 9/11 attacks and the political unrest. The urban environment is filled with violence and greed (WordPress). The period after 9/11 was characterized by religious conflicts, with Muslims being perceived as terrorists and other Christians abandoning their faith. In the film, Castello is seen to despise religion, saying that one does not need to pray for something, rather, they should just take it. The elements at the time was released and the period it depicts are consistent, showing how social and political unrest can lead to stereotyping, violence, and individualism. 
The Departed impacts American popular culture in the sense that the country’s political ideologies are propagated to other countries. The diverse cultures portrayed in the film show how America has been able to dominate other cultures, making minority groups to become Americanized. Capitalism is also advocated for in the film. Castello excels in showing how capitalism promotes individualism. Every person in the two families in the film works towards their benefits, while at the same time keeping each other in the dark. The film shows how political changes has affected the lives of Americans, influencing them to become capitalistic.
In summary, American cinema has propagated different stereotypes, representation of foreign nationals and minority groups. As drawn from the majority of the points in the essay, American cinema has excelled in representation of Irish Americans from a social and gangster perspective. An example of a gangster Irish American movie is The Departed, directed by Martin Scorsese. As a crime thriller, ‘the departed’ is designed by building on the action; that is, it is used to portray social structures and how they influence people to behaving differently and possess different attitudes. One of the major theme portrayed in the film is family disintegration as shown by Sullivan and Costigan. Sullivan and Costigan are orphans and find a sort of family in the crime and police organizations. Sullivan works for the Irish mob while Costigan works for the Massachusetts State police. These organizations (families) are dysfunctional, which leads to division. 
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